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Read what everyone is saying about this
amazing book!
“Eugene Bach does it again! His book about the persecution of believers in closed countries is both delightful and enjoyable. His insight of how the underground
house church is chased down and hunted like animals
is easy to read and enjoyable for the entire family.” —
Robert Noteworthy, President of Guns for Christians Association
“Not only does the tone of this book match the reality of
missions on the ground, but the honesty of each chapter
is a wakeup call to Christians everywhere to learn how
to follow their heart and be all they can be in the aaarrrrmmy . . . of God.” —Brock E. Lee, Director and
Founder of Christian Magazine Models against
Child Obesity in Public Places
“This book is where the rubber meets the road. It is time
to put up or shut up. The way Eugene writes lets you
know that if you can’t take the heat, then stay out of the
kitchen, because you can’t have your cake and eat it too.
He doesn’t beat around the bush in this once-in-a-lifetime book, but cuts to the chase with a down-to-earth
style that includes everything but the kitchen sink.” —
Dr. Tara Dacktal, CEO of Christians Who Want
Trump’s Hair
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“Honestly, when I read this book, I almost thought it
was as awesome as mine. This book reminded me of
how much God spoke to me when I wrote my own book,
which is still available at most bookstores near you.” —
Reverend Rich Dollar
“This book takes a shot in the dark and hits a moving
target that isn’t moving any longer.” —Col. Chris P.
Baykon
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Introduction

Y

ou should only read this book if you really
love Jesus. No, really. And if you don’t read
this book, that means you don’t love Jesus.
Because that is what this book is about. It is
about the love of Jesus.
Do you want to want to know the ten secrets to
being a successful Christian? Then this book is for
you, but only if you love Jesus.
Do you think you don’t have the love of Jesus
because you didn’t donate to the latest pride parade? Then you need this book.
That is what this book is about. It is about acceptance.
If you do not love Jesus, if you do not care about
His crucifixion on the cross for your sins, and if
the blood that He shed on Calvary does not mean
anything to you, then maybe this book is not for
you.
This book could be a blessing to your life, but
in order for it to do so you need to share it with at
least ten of your friends on Facebook. If you want
your blessing, please do not read another word
until you post about this book on all of your social
media platforms. Yes, all of them.
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I will wait.
No, seriously. I will wait.
That is what this book is about. It is about bringing you a blessing.
The blessings from this book will bring wealth,
and wealth brings joy. They say money cannot
buy happiness, but that is only what poor people
say. A true child of God knows better.
Do you know what money can buy you? It can
buy you a Flyboard Air.
Have you ever been on a Flyboard Air? Probably not if you’re poor. Try riding one and not
smile. You can’t even force a bad mood while you
are on one. Everyone who has ever flown around
on a Flyboard Air is perfectly happy.
And happiness is the essence of the Gospel
message. God wants us all to be happy. That is
why He died on the cross for our sins. If you are a
child of God, then you have the right to be happy.
It is your kingly inheritance.
That is what this book is about. It is about happiness.
Nothing should stand between us and our happiness, not even our sin. God loves us and wants
nothing more for us than our happiness. The
happiness I’m referring to of course can only
be found in Him and the nations He likes—you
know, like the ones in Europe and America. One
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can find happiness sometimes in Canada and
Australia as well, but it is not as likely.
That is why it is important for illegal immigrants to be accepted into these nations. How
else will they receive salvation unless they make
it to the nations God loves? Mr. and Mrs. Wong
from China need the freedom that can only be
found in America. In China, two Wongs don’t
make it a right.
And that is what this book is about. It is about
raising awareness for illegal immigrants.
People who are not happy need to point to the
devil that is keeping them from their happiness,
and the devil can be found in the social constructs that keep us all down. Those constructs
are all around us. They are part of our everyday
life even if we do not want them to be.
Math, for example, is a part of the construct
that oppresses us. You might not think so, but
you only think that way because you have been
programmed by the social construct that has adopted math in its current form. Math is like the
male patriarchy that has forced itself upon our
society in the way that it only gives one answer
to a problem, whereas the world should be more
feminine—like Google—where several suggestions are made long before you even finish typing
your question.
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That is what this book is about. It is about ripping down the patriarchy that is plaguing our
society.
Equality is what we need, and God wants us to
have it. The only way we can get there is by getting Hollywood to be more accepting of alternative lifestyle choices and hosting more competitive ice-skating fund-raisers.
In this book I do not want to offend; after all, I
am not the tacky font from a 1980s Footprints in
the Sand picture (now that is truly offensive), but
you should know the only thing that God made
purposefully straight and white was our teeth
(unless you’re British).
God has made our salvation as free as an Instagram account. He is slashing the prices of our
sin at discount rates, and it is the best sale of the
season. You can throw your ideas of sacrifice out
the window because the only reason to fast is to
lose enough weight to fit into those skinny jeans.
I have been to churches that do not conclude
their services after an hour and a half because
they believe that we need to sacrifice our time
to God. They do not know that my time cannot
be sacrificed because it is tainted—as in it “t’aint”
theirs. When church services go too long, they
turn into a hostage situation. People feel lied to,
and the lies we tell in church are many.
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The lies we tell are not just about time, and they
are not just at church; they go far beyond that. It
is not just the lies that we tell—it is the lies that I
tell. Every day. Especially at mission conferences.
And that is what this book is really about. It is
about the lies I tell.
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Chapter 1
Coca-Cola Employees Love Coke
More Than Christians Love Jesus

I

f I were to ask you if you believe that we Christians are winning on the mission field in nations that are unreached, – what would you say?
Maybe winning is not the right word. I mean,
to ask the question, “Is Jesus winning?” is moronic. Of course He is winning. He doesn’t know
how to lose. Even when He was abandoned by
His friends, sold out by one of His best buddies,
handed over to the Roman soldiers, stripped of
all of His clothes, beaten in front of everyone,
forced to carry the very items used to mutilate
Him, labeled as the “King of Jews” as a laugh at
the Jews, and left to die as a public decoration on
Calvary’s hill—HE STILL WON!
I mean, Jesus knew the future and still He
chose to go to Israel two thousand years ago.
There is no doubt in my mind that He KNEW
there would be a McDonald’s that would open
up in Israel in 1993 and STILL He chose a date
and time two thousand years ago—a time long
before He would be able to taste a Big Mac in
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Jerusalem. Yet He came, and He won.
So asking whether we believe that Christians are
winning on the mission field in closed countries
is probably not the best way to ask it, so instead,
let me ask it this way—are we making progress on
the mission field?
Be honest. Don’t try to dress it up like Christians often do.
Look. The majority of the world lives in places
where the Gospel has never been, and as Christians we have been given a mandate to complete
the Great Commission. I wonder how we are doing on it.
If the Great Commission were an exam, what
would be our grade? Would we Christians get a
passing grade? Would we be failing? Are we making any progress?
Well, according to the Joshua Project, a Christian research organization based in Colorado
Springs, there are currently 10,271 people groups
around the world. Out of those 10,271different
people groups, there are still 4,425 unreached
people groups that have not had an adequate presentation of the Gospel.
That means that if our mission efforts were an
exam, after two thousand years we would get a
whopping 57 percent.
Not even in California inner-city schools would
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57 percent count as a passing grade. According to
the data, Christians can’t even apply for a participation trophy when it comes to missions.
It is a pretty darn good thing that most Christian ministries do not get paid according to results, because they would be so broke they could
not even pay attention.
What happens when people are passionate
about something other than Jesus? You know—
like movies, clothing, iPhones, or laptops? Because it seems there is no problem actually
getting those things to the places where the unreached people live.
In the early 2000s I traveled to a remote village
in southern Tibet. In order to get there, I had to
fly to Lhasa, drive in a four-wheel drive for two
days in areas that did not have roads, ride a horse
for a day, and then hike up a mountain. When I
arrived at the village I was congratulated for being the first white guy to ever visit the village. I
was excited because I had my Chinese ministry
partner with me and we were ready to share the
Gospel message in a place where it had never
been preached before. However, I was a bit disappointed when I noticed that one of the young
kids I was being paraded around the village with
was wearing a Michael Jordan T-shirt!
The young kids in the village had never heard
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about Jesus, but they were wearing a T-shirt with
the face of a basketball player from Chicago, Illinois on it.
Later that week we traveled to a town known
as Shigatze. For dinner, my Chinese friend and
I went into a small little Tibetan tavern to get
something to eat. Right away I was served Tibetan tea that was made with yak butter and urine.
-Yuuummmm . . .
In the background was an old song playing from
Billy Ray Cyrus. I could not believe it. I left before
I saw any Chinese walk in with mullet haircuts.
How is it that Michael Jordan and Billy Ray
Cyrus have been taken to the ends of the earth,
but the greatest message the world has ever known
has not?
According to their own website, Coca-Cola, a
company that knowingly laced their product with
cocaine in the early days, is “recognized by 94% of
the world’s population.”¹
If Coca-Cola were taking a test before God regarding their ability to get a message out to the
world’s population, they would get an A. Christians would get an F.
Don’t get me wrong—I LOVE Coca-Cola. It
is the nectar of the gods. Pizza, popcorn, Coney
dogs, toothpaste, these would all be a waste if it
were not for the refreshing taste of Coca-Cola,
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but it is “soda pressing” that it is more available
than the Gospel message.
Why has Coca-Cola seen more success than the
Gospel in closed nations?
I ask the question again: Are we making progress when it comes to completing the Great Commission?
I believe the answer is in the lies I am used to
telling, and I tell them loudest when I am at mission conferences.
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Chapter 2
Jesus, Please Return, Just Not Yet

F

or this book we both have jobs to do. My job
is to provide something worth reading, and
your job is to read something worth knowing. I
hope you do not finish your job before I finish
mine.
Much of what I write in this book is compiled
from over twenty years of experience working on
the mission field and traveling around in the West
to raise awareness about missions. I am a writer
and content provider for backtojerusalem.com, I
have a weekly podcast, and in addition to writing
books and prayer guides, I also post regular videos with teachings about the Great Commission.
I travel more than three hundred days a year and
often speak at churches and conferences around
the world, and as a general observation, I think
there is a major crisis. I think there is a crisis with
our honesty.
They say honesty is the best policy, but I have
seen the regular adoption of the second-best
policy—dishonesty. I speak at gatherings and
churches large and small, and to gauge the level
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of honesty in the audience, I often ask the same
question: “Do we really want to see Jesus return?”
After posing the question, I ask the people in
the crowd to raise their hands if they would like
to see the Lord return. Everyone ALWAYS raises
their hands. It is the ultimate practice of high
school peer pressure for grown-ups, because
anyone who does not raise their hand will feel
the stares of judgement burning into the back of
their head.
But do we really want to see the return of Christ?
I know I don’t live my life as if I want to see the
return of the Lord.
I can remember when I was sixteen years old
and attended a church in Muncie, Indiana, called
the Full Gospel Temple. I was a relatively new believer and had not grown up regularly going to
church, so I was not familiar with a lot of Christian
ideas—namely the desire for Jesus to return again.
The pastor, Pastor James, got up and began
compelling the congregation to cry out for the
return of Jesus. In my mind, I can still see Pastor
James with tears in his eyes crying out for Jesus
to come back and rescue us from earth. Everyone
joined with him. So many people started to wail
out with such passion, but no one was as loud as
Pastor James. Pastor James yelled out with such
intensity that I stopped praying and started to
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wonder how bad his life really was. He was sounding as if he had committed a crime and needed
Jesus to come back before the police arrived.
I wanted to be with Jesus when I died, but I didn’t
necessarily want to see death any time soon.
When I became a Christian, Jesus changed my
life and made it better. I was not ready to leave
it just yet. I was only sixteen and had just got my
driver’s license! There were so many cars I wanted to buy and so many places I wanted to drive.
I had seen Pastor James pray over sick people
and had seen them healed as a result. I knew God
listened to his prayers. When I heard Pastor James
crying out even louder and I knew that God was
listening and might even come back as an answer
to his prayer, I started to pray a prayer of my own.
“Dear God, I really do love You and want You
to come back, but would it be possible for You
to delay it for a few years? I ask of You this one
small favor: Could You at least wait until after I
am married?”
Pastor James was old, so of course he wanted Jesus to come back quickly. His joints were probably
creaking. His doctor probably had him on a lowfat, low-calorie, low-sodium diet. What was left to
live for? He had enjoyed committing all of the sins
he was going to (and been forgiven for them). He
didn’t have much more to look forward to.
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I, on the other hand, had a little more life to
live. I had my own sins I had yet to commit and
wanted to be forgiven for. So as Pastor James
prayed for Jesus to return, I prayed for Him to
delay His return.
Now, I am not saying that Jesus loves me more
than Pastor James, but I am saying that my prayer
was answered that night in Muncie, Indiana. Jesus
did not return that night, and now as I look back I
can say that it saddens me. It saddens me because
the longer I live in the love of the Lord, the more I
recognize the deep, evil heart of man and the pain
it inflicts on a daily basis on the most innocent.
Many years later in 2015 I found myself miles
away from Muncie, Indiana, and in the deserts
of northern Iraq. I was in a refugee village where
young girls who had been kidnapped by ISIS had
escaped to. My heart sank as I listened to the stories of how they were raped over and over and
sold from one man to another like cattle at an
auction. These girls were younger than my own
children at the time.
These girls wore their wounds on their faces.
They didn’t smile. Their eyes were vacant. They
were walking shells of the teenage girls I would
find at any shopping mall in America.
I returned to my room in Dohuk, Iraq, that evening after hearing the grizzly and grotesque sto22

ries from the girls and opened my Bible to read
Luke 4:18: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because He anointed me to preach the Gospel to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
and to set free those that are oppressed.”
When I was sixteen, I didn’t know I was oppressed. I had been conditioned to love my sinful environment, and because my small world
had been shaped by a Judeo-Christian society,
I had not experienced the full injustice of real
oppression.
I believe those girls, if they knew Jesus and how
much He loved them, would not have hesitated
for a second to ask Him to return, and truly mean
it. They had been oppressed by evil. They had
been violated, raped, and abused by evil and desperately needed the immediate return of Jesus to
bring true justice back to earth.
As I ponder the injustices, misery, and suffering endured on a regular basis in Tibet, Somalia,
North Korea, Iran, and Syria, I realize the same
evil that reigns there inflicts injustice, misery, and
suffering in Muncie, Indiana, and when I come
face-to-face with the hideous nature of evil then
I, like Pastor James, cry out for the quick return
of Jesus—without delay.
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Chapter 3
Christians Suck at Missions

S

o why hasn’t Jesus returned?
I am certain Pastor James was not the first
Christian to pray for the immediate return of
Jesus, and I am certain he will not be the last. (Is
that admitting to having faith that He will not
return soon?)
When we discuss the return of Jesus it is easy to
conclude that Jesus has not returned because of
one of three reasons:
1. He lied.
2. He didn’t lie, but was delusional and
was not really the Son of God.
3. He has decided to wait for a long time.
However, there might be a fourth reason, a
more holy reason Jesus has not returned:
1. Christians suck at missions.
Contrary to popular belief, Jesus said exactly
when the end of the world would come and He
would return. His words are recorded in a book
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that is hiding in your house. It is not easy to find,
but if you dust off a couple of shelves and look in
a couple of old boxes in the attic, you might find
it. The book is an ancient writing known colloquially as the Bible. Inside this enchanting book, it
is written in the book of Matthew: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the
end will come. (24:14)
In simple layman’s terms, Jesus was saying that
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and
then the end will come.
To further break these words down so that they
can be better understood, it is helpful to look at
the original Greek text because it highlights something that might be unclear when the verse says,
“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
in the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.”
Jesus was pretty clear when He would return,
but perhaps we have been too busy theorizing to
listen.
Humanity has been busy dissecting the Greek
and Hebrew, counting the number of characters,
conducting trigonometric experiments, configuring the number of blood moons that have appeared, examining Mayan calendars, and com26

paring Nostradamus’s notes to determine the end
of the world and the return of Jesus.
Why have we been looking at everything except for the reasons that Jesus said? Because what
Jesus said is too simple, and the simple way is the
hardest.
It is like losing weight.
We are always looking for ways to lose weight.
Americans spend about $60 billion on dieting.1
We buy pills, shakes, workout videos, exercise
equipment, gym memberships, special foods,
trainers, clothes, special shoes, and download
programs on our watches and phones. Why do
we spend all that money to lose weight? Because
we do not like the easy-to-understand alternative
of moving more and eating less.
When I want to lose weight, I spend hours on
the computer learning more about the latest lowcarb fads. I read about all of the latest research
and scientific studies to make sure I am doing the
right thing to lose the most weight.
However, when my veterinarian tells me that
my dog is too fat, I merely cut the amount of food
I give her in her dog bowl.
Guess which one loses weight first? The dog!

1 https://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/articles/2013/01/02/the-heavy-price-of-losing-weight
27

It seems too easy to be true, right? Eat less food
and you lose weight? Are you sure? Can you show
me the study on that? I thought I had to eat more
salad to lose weight. Now you are telling me I only
have to eat less? What about if I add fat-free mayonnaise with no carbs? No? Still less is better?
But wait, what if I told you that I can simply
add a special shake to my meal plan and it would
be less?
What? Still? Nothing is needed to add to lose?
Eating less really means subtracting from my diet
instead of adding?
What will that cost me? I will have to pay more
to buy less, right?
In many ways the return of Jesus is being sold to
us like a bad diet plan. We are given a lot of fancy
plans to complete the Great Commission. Instead
of pills and shakes, we have books, courses, university degrees, and T-shirts. Instead of personal
trainers and treadmills, we have mission leaders
and prayer walks.
Oddly, both missions and diet plans require
the same number of selfies, social media posts,
and judgement of others.
If we truly want to see the return of Christ,
then we as a church NEED TO COMPLETE
THE GREAT COMMISSION. There is no getting
around it. There aren’t any shortcuts, secrets, or
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special codes in the Bible. No one else is going to
do it. It’s up to us.
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Chapter 4
Lie #1

H

ave you ever met someone who is so freaky
smart that everything they say makes you
feel stupid? It seems I spend most of my life
around those people. Maybe that is why I like being a loner? I do not feel so intimidated when I
keep my own company.
There are times I would really like to hang out
with people who are dumber than me so that I can
feel smart every once and a while. I know there
are people dumber than me, but perhaps there
are not many of them out there because I do not
often meet with them—especially at Christian
conferences.
Christian conferences are always packed full
of people who have facts and information about
ministry on the tip of their tongue. They are like
a walking Google of ministry facts.
You are probably familiar with people who can
quote scriptures without even thinking about it.
They can spontaneously rattle them off as if they
were speaking on behalf of God Himself. Christian mission conferences are ten times worse than
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that, because at Christian conferences you have
the same kind of Bible-verse rattlers—but they
are multilingual. It’s even worse feeling stupid in
multiple languages.
Christian mission conferences are worse than
secular conferences because at a secular conference, you still have the hope that people are lying about how smart they are. At Christian conferences the eighth commandment keeps them
from bearing false witness, so they are unfortunately as smart as they seem.
At Christian conferences I feel inadequate and
small, so I make up for it by saying things that are
not true.
It is a horrible admission, but it needs to be
made. Unfortunately, I have had a distant relationship with truth when it comes to ministry. We
talk from time to time when it is convenient, but
I just thought it was time to see other people. It
wasn’t her; it was me.
In his book Confessions, where St. Augustine
wrote a detailed account of his sins, he said, “The
soul is torn apart in a painful condition as long as
it prefers the eternal because of its truth but does
not discard the temporal because of familiarity.”
St. Augustine is one of the few people who was
loved more by the masses after he openly confessed his sins, which tells me he wasn’t asked to
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speak at many mission conferences.
I have several reasons other than feeling inadequate that I could give for why I lie, but I am
not sure the reasons would not be additional lies.
Maybe it is better not to give an excuse than to
give a fake one.
They say sunlight is the best disinfectant, so
here it goes . . .
There are in fact six lies I often tell at Christian
conferences to make myself seem more important than I am. There are more than six, but . . .
baby steps.
The first lie I tell is about me.
It is the easiest lie to tell. No one knows me like
me, so who better to tell you how amazing I am
than me?
Whenever I speak at mission conferences,
preach at a church, or publish a book, I am asked
to write a biography to tell people about who I
am. Here is a common biography that is used
when I speak at different events.
Eugene Bach is a pseudonym for a member of
the Chinese underground church who does not
wish to be identified. He was trained in U.S. military special operations and served two tours in
the Persian Gulf and Asia–Pacific region, serving
primarily as a member of a rapid response team
focusing on targeted threat elimination, coun33

terterrorism, and security. He has been working
with the underground church in China for about
twenty years, helping them to establish forward
mission bases in closed countries around the
world, including Iraq and Syria. Eugene leads the
Chinese mission movement called Back to Jerusalem, which provides essential support for Chinese missionaries in Africa, Asia, and the Middle
East. He is the author or co-author of I Stand with
Christ: The Courageous Life of a Chinese Christian (2015), The Underground Church (2014),
Leaving Buddha: A Tibetan Monk’s Encounter
with the Living God (2019), Jesus in Iran (2015),
and other books about the underground church
in places like China, North Korea, and Iran.
Sounds pretty exciting, right? When I read that
introduction of myself even I want to listen to
what I have to say. And I do! I mean, how many
speakers at a Christian conference have the same
boring biography of attending this-and-that seminary or working at this-and-that mission organization? Yawn.
Only I can tell you how amazing I am. That biography doesn’t even say half of it, so I will share
even more about my awesomeness when I get to
speak. If I speak for two days at a conference, I
will add on to my résumé for the entire two days.
I was a former scout sniper in the US Marine
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Corps, baby, and did two tours in the Persian Gulf
with Special Operations (MEU SOC). It sounds
like I have come to the mission conference to
blow some stuff up.
Even if I reveal a few of my flaws, it will be so
covered in humor, layered in false humility, and
wrapped in spiritual piety that you will think they
make me even awesomer. After all, the only flaws
I am going to share with you are those flaws that
make me seem holy.
You know, the flaws I am actually kind of proud
of. “You know, sometimes I really have to repent
because I often put my mission work before the
Lord. I work so much that I forget to pray and
that is just not good.” Yeah, these are the type of
flaws I love to share.
Or this one: “One of the sins I deal with on a
regular basis is self-doubt.” That is a good one to
use at a Christian mission conference because
what I am actually doing is swapping the word
humbleness for self-doubt and immediately the
audience wants to encourage me by letting me
know that I am even better than I am admitting.
See what I did there?
What the audience does not know, however, is
how much of my résumé is riddled with failures.
What my biography introduction does not mention is how many selfish decisions I have made in
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ministry that have led to massive financial losses
for our organization.
No, those things I hide.
I do not want to talk about that because the audience and I are on a first date. I do not really
know them and they do not really know me. I am
introducing myself as a speaker and they are only
beginning their relationship with me.
I am on my best behavior as a speaker. They are
on their best behavior as an audience. I tell my
best jokes and they kindly laugh. I say something
clever that is seemingly off the cuff—although I
have practiced it over and over again and timed
it for maximum impact on delivery—and they
pretend to be impressed.
As Chris Rock has said during his stand-up
comedy routine, “When you meet somebody for
the first time, you’re not meeting them, you’re
meeting their representative.”
Chris Rock points out that we are not dating the
person we see sitting across from us. We are dating their ambassador. Their best representation.
We are hiding all of the bad parts of who we are.
I am not going to tell the audience how I get
into a fight with airport security every time I fly
out of Entebbe International Airport in Uganda
because I find the staff way too aggressive and I
often answer aggression with aggression instead
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of with love, as taught in the Bible.
The audience does not know how many times
my wife has feared for her life because my road
rage has gotten out of hand in congested traffic.
My biography on the back of my books do not
say anything about how I lost my real dad at a
young age, grew up on welfare, spent half my
childhood in a single-mother home, and found
myself on probation at the age of fourteen. I don’t
talk about those things.
I do not talk about all of those sinful websites I
visit on a regular basis. No, I somehow forget to
mention all of that.
I have done things so bad that I would not say
them out loud if I were in a dark room with the
lights off by myself.
People treat me differently because they think
I am someone else. And they think I am someone else precisely because I tell them I am someone else.
I am ashamed of who I really am when I am
stripped naked of all of my pompous labels and
titles. I know that when my sin is revealed for
what it really is there will be less of a reason to
look up to me, and there will be no reason to ask
me to come and speak at a conference.
So I lie.
I lie my butt off.
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Chapter 5
Christian Cross-dressers

I

have gotten good at standing on stage and
sharing my virtues and victories. I love the
work I have done so much that I have created a
page with my picture and have listed all of my
achievements—it’s called Facebook.
Whenever I share a testimony about what is
happening on the mission field, I am certain to
insert myself into the story so that everyone listening will know how much of an important role
I have played. It must be understood that God
needed me, because without me the world is lost.
However, exalting myself is the opposite of
what the Bible teaches. The Bible is unique in this
way. Every single hero in every other religion is
portrayed as someone who is faultless. But the
Bible is different. The Bible is honest about every
single hero of faith—embarrassingly honest.
We know deep down inside, in places we don’t
talk about in prayer circles, that we are completely incapable of controlling the outcome on the
mission field, so in our state of desperation of
dearly wanting to be accepted by others in the
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church, we control our image and our narrative.
And the truth is, our narrative does not paint an
accurate picture of the mission field.
We create a false image; we lull the church
into a false sense of security. And when we do
that, we take away the feeling of the immediate need of sacrifice. We feed the monster of an
egocentric church.
I heard Dr. Rick Risby say, “Make sure your servant’s towel is bigger than your ego. . . . Ego is
the anesthesia that deadens the pain of stupidity. Some of you might have a family member in
mind that you would like to send that to, so let me
say it again—ego is the anesthesia that deadens
the pain of stupidity.”
If ego is the anesthesia that deadens the pain
of stupidity, then it is exactly what the doctor
ordered!
Of course, the majority of the world is still living in darkness, but you will not understand that
if you listen to me speak at a mission conference.
I will be massaging my ego too much by telling
you how the mission field will be conquered in
a matter of years or even months from the work
that “we” are doing on the field, and those listening to me will believe it. After all, I am the expert
living in another country. I am supposed to know
more about the country of which I am speaking,
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so if I say we are winning on the mission field every day, then . . . who are they to argue with me?
If I hear a cheer from the crowd after making bold declarations of massive victories, then
I might even juice the timeline and increase the
claim and say that we are doing even more at an
even faster rate.
I mean, what is a good church service without
some miraculous numbers spoken completely in
faith? Am I right?
After the conference is over, however, and the
crowds are gone, I find myself making my way
back to the airport and sitting in the waiting hall
alone, knowing I will have to return to a mission
field that is not exactly as I painted it and that
I will not be feeling much like the hero I made
myself out to be.
I wish I were alone in this, but sadly I have a
sneaking suspicion I am not. At almost every
Christian conference I have spoken at, I am often
preceded and/or followed by individuals making
the same miraculous claims.
Maybe some of them are true. Maybe I am the
only one failing and making stuff up to feel like I
belong and trying to cover for my multiple shortcomings.
But if we are not all telling the truth about what
is happening on the mission field, I think I have
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an idea why we do it.
Why do we oversell? Why do we inflate our
numbers? Why do we prance around in a mission
masquerade?
Perhaps it is because of one sad, simple truth
that is even harder for me to admit: we the church
have lost sight of our mission.
What is the mission?
Romans 10:14–15 says, “How, then, can they call
on the one they have not believed in? And how
can they believe in the one of whom they have not
heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? And how can anyone preach
unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”
What is our role?
We have conferences. We write books. We have
seminars and special programs, but what is our
role?
I believe Paul made it crystal clear in his letter
to the church in Rome: the role of a church is to
send out.
But perhaps we spend more time planning and
creating our image for sending than we do actually sending.
Because the role of the church has been somehow lost, the role of encouraging the church often falls on the shoulders of those being sent out!
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This is completely backward. This is a switching of roles.
Missionaries are on the field, living in horrible conditions, haven’t had steady electricity in
years, can’t remember what a warm shower feels
like, and find sand in every little orifice known
and unknown to man. These guys come to the
church—hobbling, limping, skinny, and poor—
and the congregants often sit there and want the
missionary to dazzle them with an amazing story.
They need those sent to tell them a good testimony that will be worthy of their support.
Churches in a way are needing the missionary
to encourage them to send support. The church
that needs to be encouraged by the sent is like
every common man that puts their fishnets on
one leg at a time and there seems to be an identity crisis.
The church wants to be encouraged by those
that they send. Audiences want to be entertained
with a story of victory and told how they can make
a difference by putting a few dollars and pocket
lint into the collection basket.
Here is the sad truth—and missionaries know
it: if they do not perform, if they do not motivate, if they do not make the church members
feel they are getting value for their money, then
they do not get funding to be sent back out.
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As a result, missionaries paint their lips and
learn to twerk by telling elaborate stories, giving
inflated numbers, and painting visions of huge
revivals.
Some of them might be telling the truth, but
if we were all telling the truth, if as many people
were getting saved as was being reported at mission conferences, Africa would have been saved a
thousand times over.
But it isn’t saved. It is still chock-full of miserable, unbelieving communities that haven’t actually budged a smudge.
The system is broken because the roles have
been reversed.
The church needs to be motivating the missionary, not the missionary motivating the church.
The church needs to put their clothes back on
and remember their role as a sending body. They
need to be embracing the missionaries, encouraging them, feeding into the vision, and building
them up.
Paul was speaking to the church in the Romans verse above, and his main focus was not
for those going but for those sending. He was
compelling the church in Rome to send workers
out to the field.
So when missionaries come home, come to
your church, be there to support them, lift them
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up, and remember that it is you who sent them
out.
It is not the church that has been sent but the
sent that has a church.
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Chapter 6
Lie #2

T

he second lie I tell is about the numbers.
What numbers?
All of them.
And when you look at the numbers we share
at Christian mission conferences and compare
them with the data that is easy to research ourselves, it is easy to see that again, I am not alone.
If someone from a Christian mission conference begins to brag about the number of missionaries they are supporting, you should know it
is most likely a lie if the total number of missionaries receiving full support is equal to or more
than ten times the members of the churches supporting them.
For instance, if you are in a small conference of
twenty pastors and a missionary being supported
by those pastors gets up and says that they alone
are supporting over two thousand missionaries in
the deep jungles of the Sahara Desert, you should
immediately be suspicious.
Just do the math.
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Well, actually the math kind of works if you use
Common Core.
This is even more true if the pastors come
from a charismatic church. The amount of donations given to missions drastically goes down if
the fund-raising is done in a charismatic church.
Everybody knows that giving to missions is like
eating—the more bored you are, the more you
eat. Eating is just something fun to do. Conservatives are more bored during church service and
thus give more to missions.
Also, you should calculate for Instagram inflation. Instagram inflation is the phenomenon of
people rarely posting photos that are not flattering. Every situation must be amazing, and if it is
not, then there is surely a filter to fix that.
Calculating for Instagram inflation is simple.
Take the number of missionaries a conference
speaker says they are supporting and divide the
square root of the number by the width of his
waist in inches, subtract the decibel level of the
sound system, and multiply by two.
Basically, if logic tells you the numbers being
shared at the mission conference seem a little
high for the two dollars you have been giving every week and more faith is needed to hang on
to the data than you needed for your initial salvation when you first prayed the sinner’s prayer,
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then you might need to be a little cautious in what
you repeat to others about what you hear at the
conference.
The simple truth is lying about numbers on the
mission field is keeping us from completing the
Great Commission. Having faith is great, but it is
important to share honestly about the victories
and failures on the mission field.
Perhaps believers in the Western church are not
as concerned about unreached areas of the world
because they are not given the full report of what
is happening—or in many cases is not happening.
According to the World Evangelistic Research
Center, 250 of the 300 largest international Christian organizations regularly mislead the Christian
public by publishing demonstrably incorrect or
falsified progress statistics.
That means that more likely than not the Christian church does not even know the real progress
(or lack thereof) of the few mission efforts they
are supporting.
How can a military general make the right decisions about where to send the resources of the
army if they are not getting accurate reports from
the field? If the general is getting only positive
reports from the front lines, then it is less likely
that more resources will be sent.
When I think of the reports given at Christian
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mission conferences I am reminded of Baghdad
Bob, also known as Comical Ali, the foreign news
correspondent from Iraq in 2003. Baghdad Bob
(Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf) came to worldwide prominence around 2003 during the American attack on Iraq.
He was known for making bombastic reports
to the world of Iraqi military victories over the
Americans.
“We crushed the forces at Saddam International
Airport and we cleaned the whole place of the airport,” he said in English to the international media at the exact same time American troops were
securing the airport with very little resistance.
“We will stop them all,” Baghdad Bob said
during an outside press conference referring to
the American military. “Those invaders? Their
tombs will be here in Iraq.”
“You are not frightened now, sir,” a reporter
asked him.
“Not at all. Not at all. And you do not be frightened. We are going to tackle them and destroy
them,” he said, completely ignoring the American troop movement behind him in the capital
city of Baghdad.
The world media was confused because Baghdad Bob spoke with such knowledge and conviction of what was happening with the war of Iraq,
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but what he was saying was not what they were
seeing on the ground.
Sometimes it seems that Christian mission
conference speakers are like Baghdad Bob and
claim that the church is defeating the enemy to
the left, right, north, and south. The attendees
cheer and everyone goes home happy. No need
to send in reinforcements because Baghdad Bob
has reassured us that they are winning with what
they have.
But those in closed countries remain unreached.
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Chapter 7
More People Killed by Hippos Than
Sent to Reach the Unreached?

O

ne day a wife walked into the bathroom and
noticed her husband standing on a scale and
weighing himself. As he was looking at the numbers, the wife noticed her husband sucking in his
stomach. “Ha! That’s not going to help!” she said.
“Sure it does,” he replied. “It’s the only way I can
see the numbers.”
Sometimes we also must suck in the fat to see
the real numbers, but seeing the numbers does
not always help us understand them accurately.
I see challenges with our reporting of numbers
at mission conferences, and this can be best seen
through the printing of Bibles.
Around the world there are several Christian
organizations that support the printing of Bibles in China. Many of those organization do not
actually have people in China, so some of them
connect with us and support our efforts to print
and distribute Bibles.
Let’s say we have three organizations that support our Bible-printing efforts in China. Each one
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of them basically sends the same amount of support to print the same number of Bibles.
Organization A sends enough support to print
ten thousand Bibles. Two other organizations we
will call B and C also send the same amount and
help print ten thousand Bibles apiece. This is a
huge blessing to the church in China.
At the end of the year, I will send a final report
to organizations A, B, and C and thank them for
their help. I will share with them the testimonies
that were given to us as we shared the ten thousand Bibles we distributed.
In the same report I will also inform them that
during the year we were able to print thirty thousand Bibles altogether.
Well, organization A, instead of sharing that
they funded ten thousand Bibles in China, will
report in their newsletter that they were “a part”
of printing and distributing thirty thousand Bibles, which is technically true. They did play a
part in that effort.
Organizations B and C will do the same thing.
When an outside observer looks at the publications of these three organizations, they will
conclude that these three organizations together
printed ninety thousand Bibles, but those numbers would be inaccurate. Together they only
printed thirty thousand.
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Maybe that is why Benjamin Disraeli said,
“There are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies,
and statistics.”
As a result of reading those numbers, a donor
could conclude that ninety thousand Bibles in
China is enough and send their support to another nation that is in greater need, not understanding that the number of Bibles in China is greatly
underestimated.
Statistics are not helping us.
Take the number of missionaries worldwide,
for example. When most people think of missionaries who are sent out from their church to
reach the lost, they think of American, Canadian,
or Western European missionaries, right?
Well, that stereotype is apparently way off,
because a study by Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary found that the top four missionary-sending countries per capita (for every one
million Christians in the country) were actually
Palestine, Ireland, Malta, and Samoa.2
Wait a minute! Palestine doesn’t even qualify
as a real country, and Malta? Can someone even
point that out to me on a map?
And where do those missionaries go when they
leave their home to preach the Good News of
Jesus Christ? Do you think the missionaries are
2 https://www.sssw.org.uk/where-do-missionaries-come-from
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heading out to reach the 4,425 unreached people
groups that have not had an adequate presentation of the Gospel because the overwhelming
majority of those 4,425 live in the region between
China and Jerusalem?
If you do, you would be wrong. The overwhelming majority of missionaries who leave their home
to preach to the unreached people groups go to
the United States. In fact, the top nine nations to
receive missionaries are Christian nations.
32,400 were sent to United States from other
nations. This is like a wife swap—sending missionaries from one Christian nation to another.
Only 13,300 missionaries were sent to
non-Christian nations. That is less than half number of missionaries sent to America.
Think about this: Hippos in Africa are vegetarian. Even though they eat plants they still manage
to kill about three thousand people every year.
This means that statistically, over a five-year period you are more likely to be killed by a salad-eating hippo in Africa than you are to be sent as a
missionary to the most unreached people groups
in the world.
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Chapter 8
Lie #3

“M

ore money, more missions,” the California pastor yelled during a BTJ tour in
October 2019. “More money, more missions,” he
repeated again for emphasis. The pastor invited
BTJ and Brother Yun to California to raise money for missions, but after our arrival he decided
to take up an offering for a church building for
his congregation instead and didn’t see the irony
in announcing “more money, more missions” as
a way to raise money to build a domestic building in the United States.
Thankfully, Brother Ren stood up and answered the young pastor with, “My dear brother,
I am sorry to say this, but more money does not
mean more missions—it is more prayer, more
missions.” It is more prayer that we need, not
more money.
Perhaps we tell the biggest lie we tell at mission
conferences is about the need for money.
Christian nations are by far the wealthiest nations in the world. Christians are the wealthiest
people on the planet and seem to spend their re57

sources on many things—just not completing the
Great Commission.
Of the church’s income, 99.99 percent of it
goes toward the church itself. The annual amount
spent on missions to the unreached people groups
living in the 10/40 Window is about $450 million
USD per year or .001 percent. That means that for
every $100 that evangelical Christians make, they
give about one penny for the unreached.3
Another way to look at it is this: Americans
spend more money on Halloween costumes for
their pets than reaching the lost.4
According to the Traveling Team, an online
source of information for Christian missions,
the church currently has roughly three thousand
times the resources needed to complete the Great
Commission.
So when Christians come together and pray
for God to provide the resources needed on the
field to complete the Great Commission, it could
be that God has answered our prayers. In fact, it
can be argued that God has answered our prayers
three thousand times over, but we have just not
been good stewards.
3 https://bethanygu.edu/blog/funding/why-missions-moneygoes-to-wrong-place/
4 https://www.marketwatch.com/story/americans-are-spending-almost-half-a-billion-on-halloween-costumes-for-theirpets-2019-10-22
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So maybe the problem is not that Christians
do not have enough money to do the task that
God has given us to do; maybe the problem is
that we have just not delegated the resources to
the right places.
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Chapter 9
A Nigerian Prince Needs Our Help

From: Prince MUSTAPHA GAMBO
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2019 5:06 AM
Subject: Mission Support
Dear Sir, I am Prince Kufour Otumfuo, the elder
son of the late King Otumfuo Opoku of Nigeria
who died following a brief illness. Before the death
of my father, King Otumfuo Opoku, I was authorised and officially known as the next successor
and beneficiary of my father’s property according
to African Traditional rite.
Most of my father’s wealth includes ten million
dollars.
I have a desire to give the money that my father
has left me to buy Bibles, build churches, support
orphanages, helped the sex-trafficked, and reach
the poor people in the 10/40 Window.
I have desired to send this money to you for missions, but have been stopped by a radio personality
named Dave Ramsey, who has told me to use this
money to pay off my credit card debt and home
mortgage.
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He yelled at me until I stopped going to restaurants and now I live on red beans, rice, and cheap
imported Ramen noodle packs.
I need your help, please. If you are interested in
this fortune that my father has left me, I will need
your assistance to transfer the money to a secure
bank account outside of Nigeria and away from
the watchful eyes of Mr. Ramsey. I really do not
want him to yell at me anymore.
Note, I have tried to get his voice out of my head,
but I keep hearing him say, “What are you? Stupid!”
Please reach me through my e-mail address m_
gambo@nigerianprince.com to avoid much publicity.
Thanks. Yours faithfully,
PRINCE KUFOUR OTUMFUO
If only mission leaders could help the Nigerian
prince that would solve all of the money problems we seem to have.
Darn you, Dave Ramsey!
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Chapter 10
Lie #4

A

lie I often tell at mission conferences is in
regard to the needs of people on the field. It
is kind of a whopper—kind of . . .
This lie is a tricky one because when dealing
with people it is sometimes hard to tell the truth.
I once heard someone say that the only thing that
hurts the people around you more than a lie is the
truth. Actually, I didn’t hear anyone say that, but it
felt like a great way to start off this chapter.
Now, I hope you do not get me wrong when
you read this chapter. There really is a need for
more people to serve on the field in the 10/40
Window to reach the unreached people between
China and Jerusalem, but we need the right kind
of people.
There are the kind of people that are needed
to reach the lost and there are people we do not
need.
We need more missionaries, we need more
people to send out the missionaries, and we need
more people to pray for the missionaries. These
are the kind of people we need.
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What we do not need are the kind of people
that eat pineapple on their pizza. Those people
are a lost cause and there is no way to reach them.
They only get in the way and should be avoided
at all cost.
But in reality, when we say that we need more
people to complete the Great Commission, the
truth is we actually have all of the people we need.
God has already answered that prayer.
According to information published by the
Traveling Team5 there are currently “4.19 fulltime Christian workers and 95% are working
within the Christian world.”6
Of those full-time Christian workers, less than
.005 percent live in the 10/40 Window, where 25
percent of the world’s population live, and less
than 0.1 percent identify as Christian. That means
that Starbucks has more staff serving coffee in the
10/40 Window than Christian missionaries sharing about Jesus.
So basically, an Indian living in the darkness of
the Hindu gods might not know who Jesus is and
may have never seen a Bible, but they will know
exactly how to order their Cinnamon Roll Frappuccino with Blended Coffee.
Think about Starbucks for just a moment. Cur5 http://www.thetravelingteam.org/christians-of-the-world
6 Original source, Frontier Harvest Ministries, 2007.
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rently Starbucks has roughly 291,000 employees
around the world, but let’s say their management
starts to run their expansion operation like the
church does. That would mean that Starbucks
would maintain 95 percent of their staff in the
United States and only employ 0.05 percent to
work in the 10/40 Window – you know – like China, India, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Pakistan,
Indonesia, Malaysia, etc.
That would mean that even though Starbucks
would have 291,000 employees—enough employees to run the entire worldwide operation—
their new strategy would only allow them to
employ roughly 146 employees outside the US.
Now, this would immediately present a problem
because in China alone, Starbucks has more than
3,600 shops. That is not even enough people to
send one person to each shop every 10 days. Not
to mention the 378 shops in Indonesia, 274 in Malaysia, 191 in the UAE, or 180 in Saudi Arabia.
Can you imagine the pain all of those people
would feel when they woke up in the morning
and could not get their daily Cinnamon Roll Frappuccino with Blended Coffee from Starbucks?
We do not need more people to complete the
Great Commission; we simply need to spread
ourselves out to the most unreached areas of the
world.
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According to Mission Frontiers study in 2001,
there are currently 900 evangelical churches for
every one unreached people group and 78,000
evangelical Christians for every one unreached
people group.7
With those numbers that does not even take
faith!
We have more than enough people to complete the Great Commission; we just have to go
to the right places.

7 USCWM, Mission Frontiers, 2001.
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Chapter 11
Lie #5

O

ne of the biggest lies I tell during mission
conferences is more of a lie of omission. You
see, there are some lies I tell by simply telling the
truth.
Sound confusing? Well, it isn’t. It is actually
very simple and is one of the many tricks you
can learn from politicians.
Assume there is a candidate running for president in the United States. Let’s make up a random
name and just call her Senator Warren. Let’s say
Senator Warren wants to give free health care to
everyone, which will obviously cost a lot of money, so moderators might ask her if she intends
to raise taxes on working families to pay for said
health care.
Now, the senator knows that free health care is a
very popular idea—actually anything for free is a
popular idea—but raising taxes on working families to pay for free health care is not as popular. So
when Senator Warren is asked if she will be raising taxes on working families (bad) to pay for free
health care (good), how does she respond? She
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answers by saying, “Giant corporations and billionaires are going to pay more and middle-class
families are going to pay less out of pocket for
their health care.”
You see, a politician does not want to say that
they will raise taxes on middle-class families, so
they answer with a truthful statement but leave
out the actual answer to the question. The truthful answer is yes, Senator Warren’s plan will raise
taxes on working-class families, but that tax will
be offset by lower out-of-pocket expenses at the
hospital for health care. This is the art of lying
by telling the truth. It is not about what you are
saying; it is more about what you are leaving out.
This is kind of what I do at mission conferences
when I omit the need for men on the mission field.
Men are not a popular subject in our society
these days. In fact, all of Western civilization
seems to be on an anti-male crusade, attacking
every human being who owns a penis—unless of
course you are transgender and have undergone
sex-reassignment surgery and had one plastered
to your nether regions by way of phalloplasty, in
which case you too are a victim of the male patriarchy.
Because of the unpopularity of the subject, I
tend to omit talking about the need for men on
the mission field altogether. However, men are
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under attack in our society, and yes, I believe even
in our churches, and as a result they are missing
on the mission field. They are under attack, and
we are lying if we deny it.
According to the Traveling Team, about twothirds of the total missionary force is currently
female.8 Where are the men?
We have a term in our society called toxic masculinity where we take traditional masculine behavior traits and demonize them. Toxic masculinity, as described by the Scientific American, “is
best described as a box. It is narrow, rigid, and
men have to contort themselves to fit inside it.”9
The definition, as defined by a woman who
likes to be referred to as the “savvy psychologist,”
is when a “man must live by a particular set of
beliefs and behaviors” like having no needs, never losing, showing no emotions, independence,
loyalty, and heterosexuality.
Toxic masculinity is associated with traditional
cultural norms10 that promote taking risk, engaging in fierce competition, violence, primacy of
work, desire to win, and pursuit of social status.

8 http://www.thetravelingteam.org/articles/women-in-missions
9 https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-to-fight-toxic-masculinity/
10 https://www.apa.org/about/policy/boys-men-practice-guidelines.pdf
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There are many voices out there that attempt
to teach society how to combat toxic masculinity.
One of those voices is The Book of Man, which
gives ten ideas to fight against toxic masculinity,
among them are “show strength by crying,” show
emotions, and do not work too hard at your job.11
At times it feels like the entire Western world is
trying to get men to be more feminine. It might
just be me, but even when I look at portraits of
Jesus it seems that He is the ultimate metrosexual. He has really amazing hair with full body and
bouncy curls and His skin . . . wow . . . His skin
looks like He just stepped out of a Sephora store.
Is it me or do many of the worship songs we
sing have a theme straight from the movie The
Notebook? “Love me, love you, love us, love, love,
love.” Do not get me wrong—I believe Jesus is all
about the love, but do all of our modern worship
songs have to paint Jesus as an effeminate man
with a tie-dye shirt, wearing Birkenstocks, prancing among the clouds, and marching in a pride
parade? Where are the songs about Jesus the warrior returning to earth as a conqueror, carrying a
massive sword, kicking butt and taking names?
Where are the pictures of Jesus as a construction
worker with rough hands, swinging whips and
11 https://thebookofman.com/mind/masculinity/10-things-to-end-toxic-masculinity/
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flipping tables driving money changers out of the
temple?
I am sorry. Are those concepts of a biblical Jesus too toxic?
When Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” why did the disciples
answer, “Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah, and still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets” (Matthew 16:13–14)—all of which were
answers of socially abrasive men who were not
exactly thought of as Mahatma Gandhi?
Men are being attacked by our society, and
the mission world is suffering from it. Instead of
heading to the mission field, men are committing
suicide like never before, dropping out of school
in record numbers, and filling up the prison system at a man-to-woman ratio of nine to one.
Doesn’t it seem strange that modern culture
will push agendas that entail young boys having pedicures, wearing dresses, and playing with
dolls, but remain silent on the idea of young girls
working on lawn mowers, raking the leaves, or
taking out the trash? Why is that? Hmmm . . .
Maybe it is not about gender equality after all,
but more about dismantling manhood.
What if Christian men are born with God-given characteristics that keep the enemy from invading the family and society? What if Satan finds
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those masculine characteristics repugnant and
has convinced us to feel the same? What if men
are being purposefully stripped of the things that
make them uniquely designed to pierce into the
darkest nations on earth to set the captives free in
the name of Jesus Christ?
It is not popular to say at mission conferences
that men are equipped to do things women are
not, but what if that is the case? As I look at the
nations that are ruled by the house of Islam, house
of Hinduism, and house of Buddha, I can’t help
but notice that their men have not been feminized. In fact, the enemy uses their men to prey
on the weak, take advantage of the vulnerable,
and abuse the less fortunate. Maybe it will be real
men of God under the banner of Jesus Christ to
set them free.
Do not misunderstand me, women are absolutely necessary to complete the Great Commission. The overwhelming majority of the missionaries I work with in the most dangerous places on
earth are women, but my experience has taught
me that we need men too! Not men who act like
women but men who embody the raw, unbridled
masculine energy that God gave them at birth to
jump knee-deep into the muddy battlefield, protect the weak, defeat the enemy, and be the guard
dog that keeps the sheep safe from the wolves.
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Did this chapter seem more preachy and less
whimsy? Sorry, I didn’t mean to mansplain it. I
will do better next time.
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Chapter 12
Lie #6: The Final Lie

T

he lie I tell because I have kind of believed
it my entire life until I moved to China and
started working with the underground house
church is that ministry MUST be a full-time paid
position.
As Christians in the West, we kind of feel—even
if we do not say it—that if you have a side job to
take care of your family while doing ministry it is
because you are not very good at ministry.
But Christian ministers should not be any different from regular people. We should all know
the joys of faking an illness and calling in sick to
get the day off of work. The misery of Monday
mornings should be shared by everyone. Pastors
are no exception.
In some ways, Christians have declared a war
on work, as if there were a law against hard labor. Unfortunately, pastors would need to have a
union to have such a law.
If we are in the ministry, we shun regular jobs.
Yuck. We need to take a shower after only thinking
about a job that involves getting our hands dirty.
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We have created a type of clergy that does not
really like to work regular jobs, and if you do work
at a regular job as well as do ministry, we just assume that it is because you suck at ministry.
If you are in construction, mechanics, or work
at a restaurant, you might know what I mean. As
you work those jobs, you might feel that in order
to go into ministry you have to quit your job.
But I have to say, the longer I am on the mission field and the longer I work with the Chinese
underground house church, the more I respect
the people who work full-time jobs and the less I
think you need to quit your job to serve the Lord.
In fact, it might be quite the opposite.
Many of the Chinese pastors I work with cannot legally preach the Gospel, so they have to
have a reason for traveling around to different
places around the country. They do not spend
enough time in one place to collect regular support from a fellowship. They do not have bank
accounts that allow them to receive regular deposits from Christian supporters, so they have to
do something that many Western pastors would
be appalled at: find a job.
Now, keep in mind that I know many pastors in
America who barely have enough people in their
church to fill the front pew and they have a fulltime salary. I am not hating on anyone; I have
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nothing but love. I have been there. I have been a
part of the system my entire life. Unfortunately, I
am no longer a preacher of the anti-working campaign because in China I am working with pastors
who have several million believers in their church
and on top of their ministry responsibilities they
also have a full-time job. And they have brought
me around to their way of thinking.
One pastor in particular comes to mind. His
name is Pastor Timothy (not his real name). He
works at an electronic assembly factory and a
clothing factory in China. He has two jobs at two
different companies. Both companies pay his
salary and in turn he hosts Bible studies inside
the offices.
He uses the business connections to help him
connect with unbelievers and share the Gospel.
The businesses also help provide a platform
for many evangelists in his church who need to
have a cover for traveling from one province to
another.
The factories that Pastor Timothy works at provide financial support from their annual profits
to help support a Bible school he has in China.
No donations are needed from the church to run
the Bible-training program.
When missionaries leave China and head to
other nations, the businesses that Pastor Timothy
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works for also support their efforts and give them
a cover to get into closed nations where Christian
ministry activities are illegal.
The work experience Pastor Timothy has from
those businesses is very practical for daily life as
well.
Honestly, people in full-time ministry in Western churches are some of the most unpractical
people I know. Some are just completely worthless outside of a church setting. They know exactly how to run a wedding or a funeral, but couldn’t
change a tire if their life depended on it. They
are not able to hammer a nail, clean a toilet, lift
a couch, skin a rabbit, or boil water. It is kind of
embarrassing.
For the longest time, I too had bought into the
idea that working at a secular job was beneath me.
I had told myself that being a successful minister
should come with certain perks and benefits. The
more successful and famous in Christian circles I
could become would most certainly translate into
a better income and a higher standard of living.
However, after working with the Chinese underground church for only a couple of years, I
was compelled to compare their style of ministry with the ministry of Jesus. I found myself
dumbfounded at my own cultural interpretation
of ministry. When I evaluated the ministry of the
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apostles and the first-century church, I found a
list of names that ministered and labored on the
field.
Labor was not beneath the first-century church.
Hard work was not avoided by the early evangelists.
Hopefully this is a lie I can lay to rest as I go to
work.
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Conclusion
Ministry Stacking

A

fter two thousand years, two-thirds of the
world still live in an area that is considered
to be unreached. It is possible to reach those who
have not heard the Good News in our lifetime,
but if we wish to see them reached I think we are
going to have to be honest.
In March 2017, George Barna released a survey regarding the Great Commission that should
concern all of us. The survey revealed that 51 percent of Christians in North America do not recognize or know what the Great Commission is. Of
the remaining 49 percent that said they do know
what the Great Commission is, 12 percent could
not identify the scripture that it is associated with.
When speaking only to millennials, however,
those numbers change dramatically. A whopping
90 percent of believers in the millennial generation have never heard of the Great Commission!
As Christians we have more access to information than ever before, but what are doing with
that information? How are we using it?
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You might feel that you are insignificant and
not capable of reaching the lost, but that is a lie
from the pits of hell. You were created for so
much more.
I have shared with you in this booklet six lies
I often tell at Christian conferences, but let me
share with you something I have found to be true.
I do not believe I have been given any exceptional gifts that make me stand out. I am physically fit, but not the most physically fit in the
room. I am a speaker, but not the best speaker
in the room. I can carry a moderate tune when I
sing, but am not an amazing singer. I have a lot
of things I can do that I feel I am either average
at, above average, or below average, but nothing
I stand out for.
However, there is one thing I feel I can do better than most: work hard.
I enjoy marathon running for precisely this reason. When I joined the US Marine Corps I quickly
learned I was not a fast sprinter. I was very vanilla,
boring, and average in my performance. It was
not inspiring at all. However, over time I learned
that sprinters did not have the stamina to keep
their impressive speeds for long periods of time.
I discovered that if I could jog through the pain,
I could run faster than most people in the first
mile, and if we added a few more miles to the run,
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I would be running alone in the front of the pack.
Adding distance to my run helped me compete
because I had the mentality for distance running.
I was not fast, but I had the work ethic.
Now that I am working in the field, helping
reach unreached people groups, I have found the
same principles apply. I might not be gifted in a
way that will immediately bless people with my
talents, but I can go the distance and make an impact over time.
I am not really great at any one thing, but I am
okay at several things and I believe that is just how
God made me.
That is why I have invented an idea of ministry
stacking to best employ myself to reach the lost.
Ministry stacking is the process of not being
good at any given thing, but being okay at several things that complement each other and then
using them all together over time to serve. Some
people are amazing speakers, some are amazing
writers, but some of us are . . . ehhh . . . average.
I can’t really speak in a way that brings in huge
crowds. I can’t tell jokes that make people line up
to buy tickets to hear them. I can’t sing in a way
that will fill up a concert hall, but I can put all of
those things together over time and serve fellow
man to bring glory to Jesus.
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Use one small gift to serve others and in time
stack that on top of another small gift and soon
stack that onto another. Ministry stacking is
something we can all be good at if we have the
heart and desire to serve.
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